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(Continued from Page 5) for many years as a 
labourer and railway employee for the milling 
company.   In 1956 he went to London for the 
Victoria Cross centenary celebrations, then he 
retired to the Perth suburb of Bedford.  He died 
in the Repatriation General Hospital, 
Hollywood, on 4th October 1971, and was 
buried in Karrakatta Cemetery will full military 
honours.  His wife had predeceased him. 

Carroll, who was known among his AIF 
comrades as ‘the wild Irishman’, was casual and 
happy-go-lucky by nature.  He missed three 
dates for his investiture with the VC and had to 
be sent for on the fourth occasion.  After the 
ceremony he amused himself by exercising the 
Victoria Cross winners’ right to turn out the 
Buckingham Palace Guard.  He was also known 
as ‘Referendum Carroll’ because he rarely said 
anything but ‘yes’ or ‘no’.  Two of his brothers 
served as privates in the AIF. (Ed’ s Note: The 
black type in this information is from what my 
father told me about  John Carroll V.C.) 

John Carroll, V.C. It was 
once written in Yarloop 
History that John Carroll had 
been killed at Yarloop while 
a guard on the Yarloop to 
Hoffman mill train.  But this 
was another guard. 

Above: Mr Geoff Birkett an enthusiastic volunteer, who is also 
an expert in cataloguing.  He has almost completed listing all 
the Workshop artefacts in the Black Smith Shop.  

CAR CLUB VISIT 
By VAL FORTUNE. We had the 

pleasure of  three car clubs visit the 
Yarloop Workshops on our last Steam Day, 
12th August  2007.  John Anderson of 
Bunbury from the Special Interest Vehicle 
Assoc. arrived with his three-wheeler 
Messerschmitt (as pictured).  Mr John 
Taylor of Bunbury drove his 1936 Ford 
that had the once popular ‘Dickie’ seat at 
the back (see photo).  There were others in 
this group I was unable to speak to, but I 
am sure they enjoyed their trip to Yarloop. 

The Mercedes Car Club and the Jeep 
Car Club, also visited and parked their 
vehicles alongside the Cabin Restaurant for 
all the visitors to reminisce about the ‘Good 
old Days’.  It was also a treat for the 
younger folk who love looking at old 
vehicles. Most club members dined in the 
Cabin restaurant, open for Steam Day!  

THE CHUDITCH IS NOT ALONE 

(Con/d from Page 13) 
These carnivorous marsupials have 

fairly large and distinctive white spots 
on their brown fur heads and bodies, 
which makes their identifications easy, 
while the belly fur is a lighter shade. 

It was on page 15 of the April issue 
of the Yarloop Yarning that I told that a 
Chuditch was found by an ALCOA 
worker, and because of its injuries was 
taken to a vet in Waroona, who passed 
him on to the resident Wildlife Carer, 
Kathy Kilgour.  On one of my recent 
visits to Kathy, I saw ‘Chuck’ the 
Chuditch and he is recuperating nicely, 
but is not quite ready for re-introduction  
into the forest. 
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BY JAN DELANEY on behalf of the Tidy 
Towns Committee. 

Over recent months Chris Germain has 
been working with Howard Page and other 
volunteers to produce a community effort 
towards the 2007 Tidy Towns competition.  
Unfortunately there were not as many 
initiatives activated as we would have liked, 
so there was some difficulty in completing the 
portfolio which had to be submitted last week.  
The task was made harder as Chris was on 
leave and unable to ‘show me the way’.  
Fortunately she had saved some photos that 
we downloaded on my home computer and 
added to the pictures that I produced at the last 
minute (thanks to our ‘magic machine’ at the 
Learning Centre). 

I also had no access to e-mails, but 
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‘TIDY TOWNS’ COMMITTEE EFFORTS 
overcame that by utilising the facilities at the 
Harvey Telecentre en-route to Bunbury on 
Friday to deliver our portfolio along with one 
from Waroona, which Wyn completed in 
Harvey before handing it on to me.  PHEW, 
we made it!  We all agree that next time the 
‘paperwork’ will be in hand much earlier. 

Thanks go to Howie and his band of 
‘Happy Helpers’, including Marie Dodds; 
Vida Hill, Dave and Robyn Harvey; Leanne 
Sandstrom and Andrew, who was helping out 
at the Learning Centre before finding full 
employment.  You all did a great job!  The 
Tidy Towns signs still have not been put in 
place despite a request being made to the 
Shire some time ago. I am hopeful this can be 
done before the judges arrive early in 
September. 

THE SECOND RALLY (From Garry (Fossil) Aitchison) 

(Sub-Ed’s Note: The following was dictated 
to me by Garry from Yarloop during the week. 
It is great to see local residents acting to 
combat adverse criticism of Yarloop that does 
no one any good, and far less for those who 
still choose to live in this lovely little country 
town. D.Pitts.) 

The second rally concerning the Positive 
Image wanted by the community of Yarloop 
was organised by Garry Aitchison to draw 
attention to the public about the activities 
relating to the town. 

About 40 people met at the historic 

Moreton Bay fig tree in the park at the corner 
of School Road and Railway Parade at 10 am 
on 22nd August. 

GWN filmed the first gathering of about 
20 interested people and on this last occasion 
a representative was present from the local 
paper, the Harvey Reporter, who interviewed 
Garry and took photos. 

Garry informed the Yarning that 
concerned residents plan to meet regularly to 
express their interest in this historic town and 
the future welfare of the town and its citizens.  
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EDITORIAL 
So once again we have been given a warning per 

television (Channel 7 ‘Today Tonight’ on Tuesday August 
21st 6.30 pm) on the danger of buying imported Chinese 
goods; this time, and again,  in reference to Chinese 
clothing.  Now, it is almost impossible for any person to say 
they have no Chinese goods in their home, for supermarkets 
are stocked with Chinese-made goods, from food to 
hardware, from toys to clothing and everything in between.  
The Current Affair show I refer to above, was highlighting 
the particular clothing that is saturated with the poisonous 
substance called formaldehyde. This poison is prepared 
industrially by heating dry air and methyl alcohol vapour 
along with a catalyst such as copper, platinum or vanadium 
pentoxide.  However, you could bet dollars to donuts that 
the Chinese industrialists produce it in the more direct 
process from carbon monoxide and hydrogen.  Whichever 
way, it is bad for the human body to be so closely associated 
with it in the clothing we wear, for this poison is 
carcinogenic, meaning it is one of many substances that 
cause cancer in the human body.  It can also cause many 
other problems of sickness. To whom do we place blame for 
this fiasco of allowing the import of such inferior and 
dangerous goods.  The Government of course, and before 
people put their name to any ballot paper in the soon coming 
election, they should demand an honest statement as to 
which side is going to rectify the matter, and then vote 
accordingly. 

 
Even though it is only one of a common occurrence 

these days, a man is bashed almost to death while working 
in his own garden.  Yet it hardly causes a ripple of 
conversation; at the most a few angry words from a few 
caring people.  Shouldn’t such atrocious and cowardly 
behaviour cause a public outcry?  Not in the least; there is 
no authority anywhere today that gives a tinker’s curse as to 
how society is deteriorating, or at the rate it is occurring.  
We have a hue and cry from some politicians and others 
about how the world is being destroyed by lack of thought 
for the environment, when a far greater threat to our world 
should give a much greater cause for concern than one for 
the environment.  They say history repeats itself, and history 
has told us what happened to the Roman Empire, almost the 
known world  of that time,  when social disintegration was 
allowed to get out of control.      

When Pat and Bridget were 
courting, Pat was very shy in 
proposing and Bridget was 
equally slow in giving a definite 
answer.  Finally in desperation 
for her to say ‘yes’ Pat wrote 
twice to her proposing marriage 
but received no reply. In 
desperation he wrote the third 
letter which read: ‘This is the 
third time I have written asking 
you to marry me.  If the answer 
is ‘no’, I hope you have the 
decency to return this letter 
unopened!’ 

‘Pat, me darlin,’ said Bridget. 
‘Let us go somewhere so that we 
can be totally alone.’ 

‘Right, Bridget, me dear,’ Pat 
agreed. ‘And afterwards we’ll 
meet back here!’ 
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‘YARLOOP DOINGS’ Continued 
from Page 7.  Guess the food must be pretty 
good at the Harvey Hospital; sorry to hear 
you have been a recent visitor there, Howie!  
We hope your health soon improves!  

Great to see that there was a good  
turnout of residents who were interested in a 
positive enquiring way to meet with the 
Television Network GWN.  Perhaps now, 

maybe, the general public will be able to see the 
full scenario of what is happening to our lovely 
town.  Many thanks to Robyn for her wonderful 
assistance to ‘Bridgette and Me’ in our absence; 
you’re a treasure.  Happy Fathers’ Day to all the 
‘dads’ and to my special friend , for whom I am 
so fortunate to have as a mentor.  Thought for 
the month: ‘Years wrinkle the face; but to give 
up enthusiasm wrinkles the soul! 

(Cont/d from previous page) lighting 
them early, and thinking it was funny.  Then 
the night. At dusk we would all gather and 
affix the ‘Guy’ to the pole at the top of the 
bonfire and wait. Wait for it to get dark 
enough.  With much cheering and jollity it 
would be set alight, and the crowd would 
retreat as the heat built up, then move closer 
as it diminished.  There was always a great 
cheer when Guy burned. 

Sky Rockets and previously listed 
pyrotechnics would be let off. Brilliant! As 
the heat became approachable we would put 
jacket potatoes in the coals and retrieve them 
and eat them, yum, deeeeliscious!  

As I said before, this night was the 
commemoration of a foiled plot to blow up 
the houses of parliament by a group of 
disgruntled citizens.  Funny how the older I 
get the more I can sympathise with them.  
By the time this custom had filtered down to 
my generation, it was a celebration.  I 

believe a lesson could be learned.  The practice 
was discontinued because of the annual toll of 
wild-fires and injuries. 

I intend to rediscover the joy of bonfire 
night, without the crackers, to commemorate 
the 14th September, 2006.  A day of infamy in 
the history of WA.  I am going to  burn his 
effigy and call it (I am not permitted to print his 
name), as I believe that is the day he, as 
minister of convenience, signed the approval 
for the expansion of a certain disaster in the 
region.       

I have also requested in my will that my 
family continue this practice for twenty 
generations, 400 years, and that the politicians’ 
names be entered in the annals of history with 
universal loathing. 

REMEMBER, REMEMBER, THE 14TH 
SEPTEMBER 

Footnote: I will actually be holding it on the 
fifteenth this year, as it is a Saturday and I have 
a prior commitment! 

AN HONEST-TO-GOODNESS YARLOOP GHOST (By Geoff Fortune) 

It was always referred to as Betsy 
Beckitt’s ghost.  This lady arrived in town 
then disappeared, and was found in the foot-
hills above Yarloop by one of the engine 
drivers while he was out kangaroo shooting 
one day.  He befriended her, learnt of her 
tragic story, and would visit her camp for a 
cup of tea of a weekend.  He eventually 
broke down the barriers and fell in love with 
Betsy.  One night in one of the then heavy 

winters, flood water washed away part of the 
trestle bridge that Millar’s Timber and Trading 
Co’s line ran over.  Betsy left her camp, piled 
timber on the line and set it alight to warn the 
soon returning train from one of the mills in the 
hills.  The train was saved and Betsy was 
drowned, and  thereby hangs the true story of 
Betsy Beckitt’s ghost that this author is going to 
begin and run in three parts over the next three 
issues of the Yarloop Journal! 
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YARLOOP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE 
BRIGADE SUPPORT GROUP. 

Nothing unusual has happened recently, but 
the fortnightly events continue, and we invite 
any interested people to come along. 

Delia Pearson was down from Perth in July 
but won’t be back until September, due to 
other commitments ( namely her neighbour’s 
cat).  I remind people that she is a Tupperware 
dealer, so if you need anything replaced or are 
curious about new products, please contact me 
and I will put you in touch.  Panic not, Val A. 
(i.e), I was told your seal will be posted as 
soon as possible. 

Two of our members, Val Armstrong (& 
husband Neil) and Howie Page have been on 

the sick list recently.  We wish them a 
speedy recovery and hope that Howie can 
manage to stay out of hospital for awhile. 

A former member Marj Price, who audits 
our books annually, has also been unwell.  
We hope that the card and ‘thank you gift’ 
delivered on her birthday cheered her up a 
little, and trust that she is feeling much better 
now.  I am looking forward to my sojourn in 
Broome and until next time, take care. 

Jan delaney; social director. Bill Christie; 
President. Noeline Snedden; Sec/Treas.  
Contact: 97334013.  

REMEMBER, REMEMBER (By Bevan Delaney) 

When I was a child, one of the biggest 
events of the year was Guy Fawkes night, 5th 
November.  ‘Remember, remember, the 5th of 
November’ was how the jingle went.  My 
encyclopaedic dictionary cites ‘Fawkes-Guy 
(1570-1606) A Yorkshire gentleman who, 
with Catesby and other conspirators, planned 
to blow up the houses of parliament on the 
5th November, 1605. (Gunpowder Plot).  He 
was arrested on the 4th November and 
hanged.  Guy Fawks Day–5th November 
celebrated with fireworks and the burning of 
the Guy fawks effigy.’  

For weeks leading up to ‘Bonfire Night’ 
we children would scout the district for 
suitable combustible material, you know, 
prunings, rubbish, old boxes, that sort of stuff.  
Adults would harvest this energy and annual 
household clean-ups would take place.  The 
bonfire was carefully crafted.  There had to be 
a centre pole, usually a gum tree sapling that 
had the misfortune to be growing in the wrong 
place; it had to be at least 10 feet (3 metres) 
high.  Combustibles were evenly piled around 

it until a satisfactory bonfire was made. Then 
the making of the ‘Guy’, an effigy of old 
clothes (they were usually really old, as in 
those days not much was wasted), was 
stuffed with straw, grass, newspapers or 
whatever, and a paper bag with a face 
painted on it gave it a lifelike appearance.  
This was mostly girls-stuff, boys did the 
hard work, as befitting the times.  ( I bet that 
gets a few comments). 

There was the hoarding of bottles found 
along the track; worth a halfpenny each.  I 
remember travelling miles for weeks and 
turning the results into crackers called Tom 
Thumbs and Penny bungers, (crackers and 
penny ‘bombs’) Sparklers were for babies, 
girls, and sissies.  The affluent had Catherine 
Wheels, Roman Candles, Jumping Jacks, 
and Sky Rockets, but I never ever had any of 
those. 

As time grew close, the excitement grew.  
A close watch was kept on the bonfire, as 
even then, there were spoilsports who would    
roam the district (continued on next page) 
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IN REMEMBRANCE (By Peter Cowley, Chaplain) 

  I came saw and listened.  There was 
hardly a whisper in the crowd gathered on the 
Mandurah foreshore at this Remembrance 
Day of the Battle of Long Tan. 

We heard the speakers share briefly of 
their involvement in the battle that took place.  
A battle that once again proved the fighting 
spirit of the Australian soldier against over-
whelming odds, is not to be underestimated. 

Being there, I felt proud to be an Austra-

‘MAKE IT, BAKE IT, SEW IT, GROW IT FAIR 
 

SAT. NOVEMBER 17th HARVEY PRIMARY SCHOOL IS HOLDING THEIR FAIR 
FROM 10 am to 2 pm. 

 
AS THE NAME SUGGESTS, THIS FAIR IS JUST FOR HAND MADE, HOME-

PRODUCED GOODS. 
 

STALL SPACE IS $15.00 TO PURCHASE A BAY 
PHONE JOANNE WOOD ON 97334810 OR MOB. 0410422993 

 
(THIS IS A COMMUNITY SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT) 

lian and humble to be in their company later 
speaking to them. 

But victory comes at a price and for 
those young men who gave their lives on 
that day, the immortal words of the Ode 
could never be more truer.  

‘They shall not grow old, as we who are 
left grow old. 

Age shall not weary, nor the years con-
demn.’ 
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Have you ever stopped to wonder  
What this life is all about? 
Why you’re here, where you’re going 
When your lease of time runs out? 
Maybe you’ve been far too busy 
Trying hard to reach your goal 
Would you let me ask you kindly  
Have you thought about your soul?  
 
Don’t forget your days are numbered 
Though you might be riding high 
But, like all of us poor mortals 
Someday, you have to die! 
All your success and fame and glory. 
Won’t be worth the bell they toll 
So, let me ask you just one question 
Have you thought about your soul? 

HOWARD PAGE, THOSE WHO PRINT THIS JOURNAL WISH YOU A 
SPEEDY RECOVERY AND A RETURN TO PERMANENT GOOD 

HEALTH IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. DAWN, VAL AND GEOFF 

NOTICE OF THANKS 
 

To Ivy Bicknell a volunteer who 
welcomed and spoke to the many 

visitors to the Yarloop Work-
shops on the last successful 

Steam day  

 Passing by the local church tower 
a tourist noticed that on each of the 
three visible sides of the tower there 
was a clock and each clock showed a 
different time, so he asked Pat for a 
reason. 

“Goodness me,” answered Pat. 
“Surely it’s simple enough.  If they all 
showed the same time then there 
would be need for only one clock!” 

Pat’s son decided to hitchhike to 
town, so got up early to avoid all the 
traffic! 
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YARLOOP COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTRE 

You may have noticed that we have moved 
into our new premises in the Hospital Complex.  
Everyone involved seems happy with the change, 
except for the fact that we had to spend the first 
week without telephones or Internet access, 
which was NOT good, and hopefully, did not 
cause hardship to anyone in the community. 

T h a n k  g o o d n e s s  f o r  m o b i l e 
phones...TransWA Bookings could still be 
made !  (I had to visit Harvey Telecentre to send 
e-mails but did so on my way to Bunbury.  No 
great drama, but clearing my in-box once we are 
back on line could be.) 

As well as settling into a bigger, better and 
more suitable building we also have a new 
employee.  Sharon Kimber  has moved from the 
Workshops to take on the role of Co-ordinator 
and probably made the most of a quiet first week 
to become orientated.  I was not able to assist 
with the actual moving but I believe members of 
the Youth were of great assistance to other 
committee members, and Louise, on the day.  
Thank you! 

Our member and keen community volunteer, 
Howie, has been unwell and endured more visits 

to hospital lately.  Anne Jennings spent 
three weeks in Broome and should return 
fully revived for another year’s work.  I am 
off up there myself, but just for a week, 
with one of our former members, Norma 
Wood, so will be back again by the time 
this goes to print.  Louise and I enjoyed the 
recent Southern Regions Leadership Forum 
held at Fairbridge.  Helen, Sharon and 
David French also attended.  I was very 
happy to catch up with our first employee, 
Rebecca Parker, again.  She and Louise are 
both part of the ‘Mulgara Crew’ who won 
an award. Congratulations girls.  Helen and 
Louise are doing a Governance course, 
which should be very helpful in their future 
work, both at the Centre and in the wider 
community. 

Yes, we have ‘done it again’!  Our 
latest ‘Work for the Dole’ lass Nikita, has 
left us for paid employment.  We wish her 
well.  Jan Delaney, Secretary, Yarloop 
Community Learning and Drop-in Centre 
Inc.  

been noisy.  The Blacksmith 
also knew from the colour of 
the heated steel, brass, copper 
or whatever metal they were 
hammering, if the temperature 
for working it was correct.  
This is why there was no 
added lighting in blacksmith’s 
shops, so it could not interfere 
with the natural light of the 
heat-colour of the different 
metals.  I am so grateful to 
Geoff Bicknell’s knowledge, 
so that I can now pass this 
information on to those in the 
tour groups I show around the 
Workshops. 

CHUCK THE CHUDITCH IS NOT ALONE. 

By DAWN PITTS.  In a recent article we were told that 
two government departments combined their investigation 
into the effectiveness of the control of the fox population 
and its relationship between introduced species and the 
native predators.  The list included the Chuditch, Pythons, 
goannas, and the animals brought into Australia by 
European settlers.  The Chuditch was once found across 
70% of the nation, but now are only found in small numbers 
in the wilds of the south west of WA. 

This rare and now threatened animal is about 30 ks from 
Dwellingup and the trapping result show a population 
density 0.6 animals per square kilometre; considered high 
for such a predatory animal like the Chuditch.  There were 
about the same numbers of male and female, with many of 
the adult females have recently bred.   (Con/d on page 16) 
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Left. The Messerschmitt three-wheeler in 
colour, is a nice red with a black hood.  A 
real ‘snazzy’ outfit.  Above. The Ford with 
‘dicky’ seat.  (See page 16) 

STEAM DAY 12th AUGUST (By Dawn Pitts) 

This was a great day with about 200 people 
attending both the Yarloop Workshops and the 
Cabin Restaurant where delicious food was 
served by Carmel Hill and her hardworking team 
of assistants.  

During the day over 6 conducted tours were 
given to the enthusiastic crowd, who were 
generous in their praise for the informative tours 
that were given.  It is always good that we receive 
positive feedback from the people whom we later 
meet up with while having lunch! 

The Steam Men again excelled themselves 
with the hard work they do, from a 7 am arrival to 
fire up the boilers for a ready head of steam for 
the first visitors at 10 am.  The fires are ‘run 
down’ around 2.30 so they can return to Perth and 
even Toodyay, and Australind.  Our volunteer, 
‘Young Jack’ was also on hand to help the men! 

Geoff bicknell volunteered his time 
and expertise in the Blacksmith’s Shop 
telling us about the work of those early 
worthy smithies. At School I related to  
Blacksmiths through the poem we learnt, 
and I always connected them with just 
putting horseshoes on.  However, not so, 
the Smithy, especially those in the 
Yarloop Workshops, made chains, 
springs, axles, buckles, all harness 
fittings, tools and many other things in 
steel, bronze, brass and copper.  Their 
various sized hammers created different 
sounds when shaping the heated metal on 
the anvil and with the number at work in 
the Yarloop Shops, it certainly must have 
(Con/d next page in shaded box)  
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A FAMOUS YARLOOPIAN (By Debra Tyler) 

‘CALL HALL’ 
 

WAYNE AND EVELYN HALL FOR CONTRACT FENCING, 
SEED DRILLING, HAY BALING. 

 
MOBILE: 0416212289 

AFTER HOURS: 97335140 
 

(Ed’s note:  We thank  this correspondent, 
who lives in Waroona, for the following 
information.  As a child, my father told me 
about this man and how he had won the 
Victoria Cross). 

John Carroll 1891-1971, Soldier, labourer 
and railway employee was born on 16th 
August 1891 in Brisbane.  When he was two 
years of age the family moved to 
Donnybrook, WA, and then to Yarloop.   
About 1905 they settled at Kurrawang, where 
John and his father joined the Goldfields 
Firewood Supply Co as labourers.  Tall and 
well built, John was a good athlete and a 
prominent member of the local football club.  
He was working as a guard on the Kurrawang 
line when he enlisted in the Australian 
Imperial Forces (AIF) as a private on 27th 
April 1916. 

Carroll left for England with 
reinforcements for the 44th Battalion, and on 
14th November was transferred  to the 33rd 
Battalion. He went into the line at 
Armentieres, France, and served there until 
April 1917, when his unit moved into position 
for the Messines Offensive .  On June 7th in 
the battle of Messines Ridge, he rushed an 
enemy trench and bayoneted four men.  Then 
he rescued a comrade who was in difficulties.  

Later in the advance he attacked a 
machinegun crew, killing three men and 
capturing the gun, and, in spite of heavy 
shelling and machinegun fire, dug out two of 
his mates who had been buried by a shell 
explosion.  During the battle his battalion 
was in the line for ninety-six hours and 
Carroll displayed wonderful courage and 
fearlessness throughout.  He was awarded 
the Victoria Cross and in September was 
promoted to Lance-Corporal.  On the 12th 
October, in the second battle of 
Passchendaele he was severely wounded and 
did not rejoin his unit until June 1918; next 
month he was transferred to AIF 
headquarters, London, and in August 
returned to Australia. 

After demobilisation Carroll resumed 
work as a guard on the Kurrawang line.  He 
married Mary Brown on 23rd April 1923.  
They had no children.  In the mid-1920’s he 
moved to the Yarloop district  and in 
November 1927, when he was working as a 
railway truck examiner for the Millars 
Timber and Trading Co at Hoffmans Mill, 
he slipped  while boarding a mill train from 
Yarloop  during shunting operations and 
crushed his right foot.  It was amputated but 
he continued working  (Continued Page 16). 
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NATIVE WILDFLOWER & ORCHID DISCOVERY DAY 
 

Are you interested in searching for native orchids, wildflowers and plants in your local 
reserves?  Do you want to learn more about what is growing in our public reserves?  Want to 

know how to protect these reserves for future generations? Do you like to take photos of 
plants? 

 
If so join the Harvey River Land Conservation District members on a fun bus tour of 
three public bush reserves in the Yarloop area.  Help to record what species are living 

and growing in our reserves.  Native vegetation specialists will be with us to learn from. 
 

WHEN? Sunday 16th September! WHERE? Park and meet at the Railway Station, Yarloop. 
TIME? 9.00 am to 4.00 pm.  BRING! Wet-weather clothing.  Sturdy boots. Snacks. Water. 

Camera. Children. Pen. And any reference books you may have! 
Lunch and refreshments provided free of charge along the way! 

Bus bookings limited to 38 people.  Please contact DEBRA TYLER on 97337777 or 
dtyler@agric.wa.gov.au. to register your interest.  

 

BUNBURY ROTARAY HOEING  
 

Owen Eastcott PO Box Waroona!  Phone (08) 97335415.  Mobile. 
0428931630. Fax 97335428. Pager 94809135. 

 
Re-seeding and fertilising! Ripping and mounding for 

trees or vineyards!  Rotary hoeing! General tractor work! 
Tractor hire! Firebreaks!  All work done professionally 

and speedily! 

YARLOOP HISTORICAL WORKSHOPS 
Steam Day every second Sunday in the month  

Come on down to the best little town in the West 
and take a step back in time.  While there have a 

good old country-style baked dinner. Phone 
97335215 

11 

KIDS’ PAGE (By Val Fortune) 
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Howard Page, 3 Teasedale St, Yarloop. 
Dear ‘Yarloop Yarning’ 
Can we start a Yarloop Yarning Recycle? 

I am the man who walks the dog, the one 
who delivers the Yarning into letter-boxes 
for free.  You are ‘strapped’ for cash at the 
Yarning, and I only get 160 to deliver.  With 
the growing population in the whole locality 
of Yarloop that the ABS (Australian Bureau 
of Statistics) hasn’t given me a figure for yet, 
can’t we do the right thing by our neighbours 
whom we love, and pass our Yarning onto 
them when we have finished reading it.  
Maybe a return box that people can visit to 
get one if they don’t receive one. 

If you  are rich enough I suggest maybe 
you subscribe and it will be posted out to 
you. Dear Yarning,  I include $20 to pay for 
my subscription; is that enough?  I will give 
you the rest when I next see you if it is not 
enough!  Yours Sincerely Howard Page. 

(The ‘Yarning’ replies: Howard we 
thank you for your $20 subscription, but 
common courtesy would not allow us to 
accept payment from you. You not only 
endeavour to do so much for Yarloop, you 
also walk everywhere delivering the 
Yarning for free. So, under no 
circumstances could we accept payment 
from you.  If anything, the Yarning should 
be paying you for the delivery of same.  For 
reasons mentioned we will refund your kind 
offer.  Of course you might not get it back if 
it was $20,000!!!! 

It is true, the Yarning is ‘strapped’ for 
finance to the extent that we can not look 
too far into the future, and are eternally 
grateful that Mr Mick Murray and his state 
government has financially assisted us so 
that we can continue on ‘borrowed time’ 
until some ‘windfall’ will prolong the 
printing of the Yarning into something we 
might consider more permanent.  We might 
add that 400 Yarnings are printed by a 
commercial printer, and the Yarning staff 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
print an extra 150 copies free of all charges.  
These 550 copies are distributed in 
Mandurah, Waroona, Wagerup, Yarloop, 
Cookernup and Harvey.  A large number get 
posted free of charge by our sub-editor to 
places far and wide and likewise this editor 
posts a large number free-of-charge to places 
far and wide in all states of Australia.  The 
sub-editor even posts one to new Zealand, 
and we have had New Zealand folk visit 
Yarloop Workshops Complex on the 
recommendation of the people who receive 
the yarning in NZ, and who had visited the 
Complex themselves.  It is for the reason of 
advertising the town of Yarloop, that we at the 
Yarning distribute them far and wide, and the 
return of visitors to Yarloop over the years of 
our existence as a community Journal, 
because of their knowledge of the Yarning, 
has been far-reaching.  We hope this helps 
people to recycle their Yarnings.   

Dawn Pitts, the sub-editor, is still working 
on typing the story of a a War Veteran, whose 
daughter is a supporter of the Journal, and  
payment for it will go towards the further 
printing of the Journal by a commercial 
printer. )   

OLD TIME HINTS! 
When painful leg cramps occur, I was told 

there is an acupuncture technique to apply. 
Grab your upper lip between your thumb and 
index finger, and squeeze for about 30 
seconds.  My grandfather stated that it was 
hard to believe but it works every time.  
Although there is no definite explanation  why 
acupressure works, I have also read the above 
is also a pain relief technique that athletes 
have also found to be effective, and it is true 
that some of those old-timers knew a thing or 
two that we don’t know today!  

A teaspoon of vinegar in the final rinse 
after washing your hair removes all the oily 
soap residue! 
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COOKERNUP GENERAL STORE  
 

WHERE HELP AND FRIENDLINESS ARE THE KEY WORDS!  
Phone/Fax 97335380! 

 
Liquor! Hardware! Groceries and Post Office agency! 

7-day trading 6.30 am to 7 pm. 
 

Your friendly neighbourhood store where you will find all you 
need and more.  If we haven’t got it, we will soon get it for you! 

YARLOOP ‘DOINGS’ (By Jenny Cross) 

Well, I am back after a lovely holiday in 
Indonesia.  It always takes one, a trip away 
from home to make us appreciate just how 
much we have that, unfortunately, others don’t 
have!  I wonder how many others feel this way.  
When I was in Bali I had the wonderful honour 
of being able to release some of the many 
turtles to the sea, after watching them hatch 
from their eggs that had been laid in the sand 
after quite a laborious journey up the beach.  
Not many of these tiny turtles will survive, but 
now people are becoming more aware of the 
need for conservation, or otherwise these 
beautiful creatures will become extinct., so I 
felt quite special to be able to play my part. 

Quite a few birthdays for August, and it 
included Simone, and ‘the man with the dog’, 
whom I believe had a surprise dinner in his 
honour. 

Pam and Phil are in Vietnam enjoying a 
holiday with a group of friends, and we look 
forward to them relaying their travel tales. 

The date is getting closer for the judging of 
the ‘Tidy Towns’ competition , September 6th.  
This is a great idea and hopefully we will have 
plenty of participants from Yarloop.  Even if 
we don’t win a place at least we know there has 
been a contribution by the community.  

An old friend of mine, born in the Pilbara, 

and quite a character, passed away.  
Although he is missed by many, thankfully 
he was able to leave with dignity, and in 
many cases we still, as yet, have to watch 
as our human loved ones suffer. 

The Ratepayers and Residents meetings 
have been having successful meetings, and 
the attendances are growing.  This is great 
and all interested parties can put forward 
their suggestions rather than just sitting 
back and thinking about what they would 
like to see happen in their community. 

How lovely to see the garden settings 
being placed in the park opposite Station 
Street; now not just the residents can enjoy 
the area, but hopefully it will attract more 
tourists to picnic there and enjoy what we 
take for granted. 

Doesn’t the Doctor’s House look great.  
It is amazing what some maintenance can 
do!  The Steam Day which was terrific, 
with a lot of vintage cars in the car park, 
seem to be growing in size these days;  
congratulations to the Workshops, well 
done! 

What a lovely generous gift of a DVD 
and television set for the Heritage 
Workshops; thanks from us all Carmel and 
Ken!  (Continued on Page 15) 
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HOPE IN THE BATTLE AGAINST HIV 

 

Harvey Visitor Centre 
A town 15 kms South of Yarloop that is a tourist’s delight. 

 
Come and browse through our unique ‘Moo Shoppe’, ‘Interpretive Display’ and 
Internment Camp Shrine, while visiting the Stirling Cottage for a relaxing light 

lunch overlooking the picturesque banks of the Harvey River and Heritage 
Gardens.  Available: Amphitheatre bookings and a free accommodation booking 

service. 
 

SOUTH WESTERN HIGHWAY, HARVEY WA 6220 
Ph. 97291122. Email: info@harveytourism.com. Web: www.harveytourism.com 

 

BY ALLAN R HANDYSIDES AND 
PETER M LANDLESS.  The doctors answer 
three questions sent to them by interested 
readers. 

(Question: I am concerned about the way 
HIV becomes resistant to drugs.  How long 
can an individual expect to be treated before 
resistance develops? ) 

We have written about HIV before, but 
your question throws light on a very important 
area of concern.  HIV is one of those viruses 
that constantly varies and, consequently, 
shows multiple genetic expressions of itself.  
This process, called mutation, allows for 
changes in sensitivity to the agents used in its 
control. 

Up to now two main groups of agents have 
been used against the virus.  These agents 
were developed to act at key spots in the 
process of virus multiplication.  HIV does 
many things in its entrance to the special 
lymphocytes called CD4 cells, that it targets.  
First, it binds to the CD4 cell.  Then it enters 
the cell.  Then its RNA (ribonucleic acid) is 
‘written’ into the DNA (deoxyribonucleic 

acid) by an enzyme called ‘reverse 
transcriptase’.  Once the DNA mirror of the 
RNA is written, it has to be ‘integrated’ into 
the nucleus.  The altered nucleus now begins 
to produce messenger RNA, which goes to a 
sub-unit in the cell, which makes a stream of 
new HIV in a long strand.  The strand is cut 
into individual virus particles by an enzyme 
called ‘protease’. 

The reason we give you this complex trail 
is so you can appreciate how tailor-made the 
medicines are. 

The two current groups of anti HIV 
medications have been agents that block either 
the reverse transcription or the protease 
enzymes.  The medications are used at least 
three at a time.  This is so they can, hopefully, 
combat a given strain of HIV even should it 
develop resistance to one of the medications.  
Of, course, the medications have to be taken 
faithfully, at the times and in the combinations 
ordered.  To fail to do this results in the virus 
escaping from control and developing 
resistance.  Persons who take medicine as 
directed have seen  (Cont/d next page)       
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great success in their treatment, and many more 
are living longer than 20 years without 
developing AIDS 

(Question: Why don’t they treat a person 
with HIV with the medications as soon as they 
are diagnosed?) 

A person may successfully withstand HIV 
for many years, using their natural immunity.  
Because HIV is so readily able to develop 
resistance, holding medication until the person 
really needs it means that several years go by 
without the virus having a chance to develop 
resistance.  When the antivirals are started, they 
are given in combinations, and actually are so 
effective they sometimes lower the viral load to 
scarcely detectable levels. 

(Question; Is there any new hope for 
people who are on antiviral treatment and 
starting to have problems with viral 
resistance?) 

Actually, although two main groups of anti-
retrovirals  exist (the reverse transcriptase 
inhibitors and the protease inhibitors), two 
classes of medications make up each group. 
Resistance is usually not to the whole group, 
but to individual medications.  

Then, too, research is ongoing.  An article in 
the Journal of American Medical Association  

 

WAROONA CONTRACTING 
97333933 or 0417962321 

AG LIME 
BLUESTONE 
DRIVEWAYS 
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(April 11th 2007, vol 297, No 14 pp 1535, 
1536) by Joan Stephenson, reports on new 
HIV drugs currently being tested.  These 
medications differ from the drugs in the 
other two groups and classes, and actually 
represent breakthroughs. 

They are being tested in large studies, 
and represent two new strategies.  The one 
medication aims at blocking an enzyme 
called ‘integrase’, which plugs the viral 
DNA into the cell’s DNA.  By doing this 
the DNA made from the viral RNA does not 
get incorporated into the cell nucleus. 

The second group of drugs is called 
‘entry inhibitors’.  They act like ‘locks’ on 
the cell doors through which the virus enters 
the lymphocytes.  By doing this the drug 
acts to reduce the number of infected cells. 

So far the results are very encouraging , 
though, once again, these medications do 
not stop the process completely, and are not 
by any means a cure.  The more sites at 
which the virus can be attacked, the less 
powerful its assault.  But so far the battle 
promises to be a lifelong process. (Ed’s 
Note: Allan Handysides is director of 
Adventist Health Ministries, and Peter 
Landless associate director.) 


